
Github issues:
https://github.com/IQSS/dataverse.harvard.edu/issues/119 - about enabling "anonymous URL" feature in Harvard Dataverse Repository
https://github.com/IQSS/dataverse/issues/8184 - user confusion about types of URLs
https://github.com/IQSS/dataverse/issues/8185 - collection and repository name could reveal author

Design as of Dataverse 5.7

Depositor wants to share the unpublished dataset they created with a reviewer. 
They click the Edit dropdown and the Private URL link.

Depositor sees the popup "Unpublished Dataset Private URL and needs to 
create one of two types of URLs.

Depositor clicks on popup's User Guide link, which opens section of the User 
Guide about the feature.

Depositor clicks on "Create URL for Anonymized Access" and the popup 
updates with the URL and the "Copy to Clipboard" and "Disable Private URL" 
buttons.

Private URL to Review Unpublished Dataset
Creating a Private URL for your dataset allows you to share your dataset (for viewing and 
downloading of files) before it is published to a wide group of individuals who may not have 
a user account on the Dataverse installation. Anyone you send the Private URL to will not 
have to log into the Dataverse installation to view the dataset.

Go to your unpublished dataset
Select the “Edit” button
Select “Private URL” in the dropdown menu
In the pop-​up select “Create Private URL” or “Create URL for Anonymized Access”. The 
latter supports anonymous review by removing author names and other potentially 
identifying information from citations, version history tables, and some metadata fields 
(as configured by the administrator).
Copy the Private URL which has been created for this dataset and it can now be shared 
with anyone you wish to have access to view or download files in your unpublished 
dataset.

To disable a Private URL and to revoke access, follow the same steps as above until step #3 
when you return to the popup, click the “Disable Private URL” button. Note that only one 
PrivateURL (normal or with anonymized access) can be configured per dataset at a time.

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Depositor wants to share the unpublished dataset they created with a reviewer. 
They click the Edit Dataset dropdown and the Prepublish URL link.

Proposed changes

Prepublish URL

You can create a Prepublish URL to copy and share with others who will not need a repository 
account to review this unpublished dataset version. For more information about the Prepublish 
URL feature, please refer to the User Guide.

X

General Review Create a URL that others can use to review this dataset version before it 
is published. Users will be able to see all data and metadata. 

Create General Review URL

Anonymous Review

Close
Copy to Clipboard Disable Anonymous Review URL

Depositor clicks on "Create Anonymous Review URL" and the popup updates 
with the URL and the "Copy to Clipboard" and "Disable..." buttons. This also 
disables the button for creating the other type of URL.

Depositor clicks on popup's User Guide link, which opens a tab with the 
section of the User Guide about the feature.

Prepublish URL X

General Review

Anonymous Review

Create Anonymous Review URL

Close

Create General Review URL

You can create a Prepublish URL to copy and share with others who will not need a repository 
account to review this unpublished dataset version. For more information about the Prepublish 
URL feature, please refer to the User Guide.

Depositor sees the "Prepublish URL" popup and needs to create one of two 
types of URLs.

Create a URL that others can use to access an anonymized view of this 
unpublished dataset version. Metadata that could identify the dataset 
author will not be displayed. Non-​identifying metadata will be visible. 
The data files are not changed and will be accessible. Others will also 
be able to see any of this dataset's previously published versions and 
the names of the repository and of the Dataverse Collection that this 
dataset is in, which may expose the dataset authors’ identities.

See Google Doc for revisions to the User Guide.

Depositor clicks on "Disable Private URL" and the disable confirmation popup 
appears.

Disabled Private URL takes users to the 404 page.

Depositor clicks "Disable Anonymous Review URL" and the disable confirmation 
popup shows.

Prepublish URL
     Are you sure you want to disable the Prepublish URL? If you have shared this URL with others 
they will no longer be able to use it to access your unpublished dataset.

CancelYes, Disable Anonymous Review URL

Disabled Prepublish URL takes users to the 404 page.

Prepublish URL

Only one Prepublish URL can be active.

Only one Prepublish URL can be active.

Create a URL that others can use to review this dataset version before it 
is published. They will be able to access all data files and see all 
metadata. 

Create a URL that others can use to access an anonymized view of this 
unpublished dataset version. Metadata that could identify the dataset 
author will not be displayed. Non-​identifying metadata will be visible. 
The data files are not changed and will be accessible. Others will also 
be able to see any of this dataset's previously published versions and 
the names of the repository and of the Dataverse Collection that this 
dataset is in, which may expose the dataset authors’ identities.

Popup layout is changed 
and the names of the two 
types of URLs are changed 
to clarify the differences 
between the two types of 
URLs.

Description of "Anonymous 
Review URL" mentions 
that the name of the 
Dataverse collection and of 
the repository is visible and 
that data files are not 
changed and are 
accessible.

Creating one type of URL 
disables the button for 
creating the other type of 
URL.

Name of the feature, 
"Private URL", is changed to 
"Prepublish URL" to make it 
more explicit that the URL 
grants access to 
unpublished datasets.

https://github.com/IQSS/dataverse.harvard.edu/issues/119
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bn4fIPr_yhOj_DYDldzdKEZjmETV-WLYc98sWTgcg58

